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in the choice of the passages in which words were authorised, that one may read page after page of his Dictionary with improvement and pleasure ; and it should not pass unobserved, that he has quoted no authour whose writings had a tendency to hurt sound religion and morality1.
The necessary expense of preparing a work of such magnitude ( for the press, must have been a considerable deduction from the price stipulated to be paid for the copy-right. I understand that nothing was allowed by the booksellers on that account; and I remember his telling me, that a large portion of it having by mistake been written upon both sides of the paper, so as to be inconvenient for the compositor, it cost him twenty pounds to have it transcribed upon one side only.
He  is  now  to  be  considered  as  ' tugging at his oar2,'  as
of Sir Matthew Bale's Primitive Origination of Mankind, opposite the passage where it is stated, that ' Averroes says that if the world were not eternal ... it could never have been at all, because an eternal duration must necessarily have anteceded the first production of the world,1 he has written:—'This argument will hold good equally against the writing that I now write.'
' Boswell must mean ' whose writings taken as a whole had a tendency,' &c. Johnson quotes Dryden, and of Dryden he says :—' Of the mind that can trade in corruption, and can deliberately pollute itself with ideal wickedness for the sake of spreading the contagion in society, I wish not to conceal or excuse the depravity. Such degradation of the dignity of genius, such abuse of superlative abilities, cannot be contemplated but with grief and indignation. What consolation can be had Dryden has afforded by living to repent, and to testify his repentance.' Johnson's Works, vii. 293. He quotes Congreve, and of Congreve he says : ' It is acknowledged, with universal conviction, that the perusal of his works will make no man
better; and that their ultimate effect is to represent pleasure in alliance with vice, and to relax those obligations by which life ought to be regulated.1 Jb. viii. 28. He would not quote Dr. Clarke, much as he admired him, because he was not sound upon the doctrine of the Trinity. Post, Dec.,- 1784, note.
° In the Plan to the Dictionary, written in 1747, he describes his task as one that ' may be successfully performed without any higher quality than that of bearing burdens with dull patience, and beating the track of the alphabet with sluggish resolution.1 Works, v. i. In 1751, in the Rambler, No. 141, he thus pleasantly touches on his work: ' The task of every other slave [except the 'wit'] has an end. The rower in time reaches the port; the lexicographer at last finds the conclusion of his alphabet.' On April 1S> '7551 ne writes to his friend Hector :—' I wish, come of wishes what will, that my work may please you, as much as it now and then pleased me, for I did not find dictionary making so very unpleasant as it may be thought.' Notes and Queries, 6th S. in, 30'- He told engaged In the copy that he thus markior such studies.' Ib. p. 139. The editors of the Cambridge Shakespeare
